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Dear Hal, 

I received your letter this morning ... and needless to say 
I was extremely upset.... I was sorry that you were not able to 
reach me on the phone before you left... for if you had, perhaps 
some of this could have been avoided.... Harold, I have always 
been open and honest with you in the past.... and I f m going to 
be open and honest with you now.... I hope that you will believe 
what I am going to tell you.... (not because I am afraid of being 
mentioned in one of your future books... an idea, that I must admit 
I found quite flattering ) 9 BUT because of the close personal 
friendship that I have always felt for you 


First of all, I had absolutely NO IDEA that Butler was going 
to tear into you as he evidently did.... I have not heard the 
tape... but when Ernie Smith recounted what had transpired during 
the interview... I was furious 

The ONLY thing I knew about Butler, from talking briefly with 
him over the phone .. .was that he was a right wing extremist ... and 
that he disagreed with all of your theories bbout the Warren Report 

and the Assasination It seemed like a perfect match for a debate... 

and I thought that YOU would surely corne out on top... OR I WOULD HAVE 
NEVER SET IT UP 

In all honesty, I must admit that there are times that I have 
set up interviews where truth has become distorted ...in order to 
achieve a certain theatrical ef feet .... and sometimes it does bother 

me BUT I WOULD NEVER DO THIS IN YOUR CASE... for two reasons... 

One is because of my personel friendship to you... and even more 
important than that, becaase the Assasination is a matter of great 
personal concern to me.... and I would not deliberately do ANYTHING 
to distort the truth in this matter.... NO MATTER HOW THEATRICALLY 

EFFECTIVE IT MIGHT BE I feel strongly, as you do, that President 

Kennedy's death was the result of a complicated plot... and that the 

truth has been surpressed AND EVEN IF IT COST ME MY JOB... I WOULD 

NOT DO ONE THING TO INTERFERE WITH THE TRUE FACTS COMING TO LIGHT 


In all fairness to Hal Parets, I want you to know that he had no 
more idea that the show would corne out as it did... than I did... He 
knew before hand, just whfit I knew... that Butler was a right-winger, 

who would disagree with you (Although Hal was not upset at the 

way the show turned out as I was... mainly because he is not as ardent 
in his beliefs about the assasination as I am... and because he is 
perhaps more concerned with the dramatic value of the interview... 
which, as the Producer of the show . . . is understandable). 
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I must confess that I was a little surprised and 
dissapointed that you JUST NATURALLY ASSUMED that I 
had set the interview up to come off as it did... 
rather than consider the possibility that perhaps, 

X had no idea that Butler would attack you personally, 
as he did.... It would seem to me that after all the 
time we spent together ... and after all the work we did 
together to bring about a responsible segment on your 
last interview ... you would have sensed my sincerity... 
and at least CONSIDERED giving me the benefit of the 
doubt In any case, I can only say that you mis- 
judged me greatly 

I hope that this letter will clear things up, somewhat, 
and I would appreciate hearing from you... to let me know- 
just how you feel 

I trust things have been going well and that you 

will contact me in the near future 


P.S. If you want to use my home address for our personel 
correspondence ... it might be just as well not having 
it go through my secretary and HJ£ 1 


As Always 



2138 N. Gower Ave . 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
90028. 
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